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Why Pre-MAP?

• Attract underrepresented students to the UW 
Department of Astronomy

• Smooth transition from high school into college, 
and from first year into (STEM) major

• Provide exciting astronomy research 
opportunities and committed mentoring



What Does Pre-MAP Do?

Dedicated team helps students:
● Connect to astronomy research projects
● Identify resources & opportunities at UW
● Navigate UW 
bureaucracy 

● Make their first 
year a success



The Intro Course: Astro 102
ASTR 102  Introduction to 
Astronomy (5) 

“Emphasis on mathematical 
and physical comprehension 
of nature, the sun, stars, 
galaxies, and cosmology. 
Designed for students who 
have had algebra and 
trigonometry and high school 
or introductory level college 
physics…”



The Pre-Map Seminar
ASTR 190C Topics in Astronomy (3) 
● Tutorials & homework introduce research tools and 

introductory computing skills
● Students pick a research project & work in groups of 2-3 for 

2nd half of the quarter
● Give final presentations to the class & faculty advisors about 

research

● Continue with research after 1st quarter if they enjoy the 
project

● Present research at undergraduate research symposium in 
the spring



Sample Research Project: 
Supernova Search with SDSS

● Supernovae (SN) are distant explosions of 
dying stars

● They are some of
the brightest & 
most violent events

● Use new Sloan survey data and, by 
subtracting images, look for bright new 
objects that might be Supernovae!
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The Future

?



Questions?
see 

http://www.astro.washington.edu/premap


